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form and boasts modern, industrial materials
which are tested in innovative ways. This is
Thomas Heatherwick’s earliest large-scale
structure, designed and constructed whilst he
was studying three-dimensional design at
Manchester Polytechnic. It predates the
designer’s graduation from the Royal College of
Art and his founding of the award-winning
Heatherwick Studio.
Pavilion demonstrates Heatherwick’s unique
adaptation and transformation of a traditional
architectural structure, challenging a perceived
gap between architectural design and
craftsmanship. It is simultaneously inviting and
obstructing, exposed and unavailable. It may be
interpreted as a building, a piece of furniture or a
sculptural object. Inspiration for the piece came
from a derelict farm shed with a collapsing,
distorted roof. Besides exhibition at Chatsworth
in 2013, Thomas Heatherwick’s Pavilion has
remained on view at Cass Sculpture Foundation
in West Sussex since installation in 1993.

Pavilion was previously on loan to Chatsworth,
Derbyshire as part of the Beyond Limits
exhibition.
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